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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present Fort Stanwix is a total reconstruction

Completed in 1976 (Phase 2 was completed in 1978), the fort was constructed on the 
site of the original Fort Stanwix which was constructed in 1758, Selected archeological 
features were preserved within the reconstruction. The bulk of the fort is constructed 
of reinforced concrete covered with earth and faced with half-timbers. It is in the 
shape of a square which measures 220 feet by 220 feet.

Pentagonal bastions with flanks of 36 feet and faces of 90 feet were planned off 
each corner. This gave the fort an overall measurement from bastion tip to bastion 
tip of 330 feet. The initial intent of the engineers was to orient the square of 
the fort precisely north-south and east-west. The fort is surrounded on three sides 
by a berm followed by a, ditch, a parapet, and a glacis. Five log structures have 
been reconstructed on the interior parade ground. Landscaping around the perimeter of 
the fort provides a historic meadow setting although the integrity of the larger 
setting has been lost due to urban development.

This 16.2 acre park is managed as a historic zone in order to maintain the 
18th-century appearance and to prevent inappropriate use of the grounds adjacent 
to the fort.

Collections:

As a result of the archeological excavations preparatory to the reconstruction, 
a collection of approximately ten thousand 18th-century artifacts associated with 
the original fort along with 19th- and 20th-century artifacts from subsequent 
occupations of the site were recovered. These are now displayed or in'storage 
awaiting cleaning, mending, cataloging and further study.

They are valuable as documented specimens of known provenance and for what they 
can tell us about the people who used them. The collection as a whole presents 
a fine record of the cultural continuum at the site and of the history of Rome.

Management Exclusion;

Within Fort Stanwix National Monument is a maintenance building which does not meet 
National Register criteria. The structure is of modern construction and bears no 
relationship to the reasons for which Fort Stanwix was included in the National Park 
System. It is recognized that this building serves a management purpose and occasion­ 
ally requires alterations. Modifications to this building will not intrude on the 
historic resources of the site.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Because the current Fort Stanwix was reconstructed in the 1970s, it is only the site 
of the old Fort Stanwix that should be considered the significant historic resource 
to be nominated to the National Register of Historic Places.

Old Fort Stanwix, which occupied the site of the present reconstructed fort in Rome, 
New York, played a significant role in American history between 1758 and 1781. Stra­ 
tegically placed at the Oneida Carrying Place, it controlled one of the two water routes 
from Canada to New York. It was an important link in the chain of defenses that helped 
create British North America during and following the Great War for Empire. Fort 
Stanwix was also a center for the administration of Indian affairs in the north, and, 
as such, was the site of the highly important Treaty of Fort Stanwix in 1768. Under 
this treaty, the Iroquois ceded a vast territory east of the Ohio River, thereby 
clearing the way for a new and significant surge of westward settlement.

The major national significance of Fort Stanwix lies in the role it played during the 
American Revolution when, having been abandoned for some years by the British, it was 
occupied by the Continental Army. During August, 1777, 'the stand at the Fort by a 700- 
man American garrison was responsible for the repulse of the western prong of the 
British invasion of the northern American colonies and checked the possibility of a 
Loyalist uprising in the Mohawk Valley.

The failure of the British to take Fort Stanwix was a significant factor .leading to 
the surrender of Burgoyne at Saratoga on October 17, 1777.
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location of Fort Stanwlx In downtown Rome, W.Y.


